In roughly 975 CE, a document, entitled the Regulations of the Chan School, was published.
This is the first known writing regarding the Chan School of monasteries that arose in China during
the Tang dynasty. Baizhang Huaihai is attributed with founding this school Buddhism in China and
he is also credited with authorizing the first set of monastic orders for the Chan monasteries (CP
66). With these monastic orders came the vinaya. Vinaya are the rules of discipline for the
individuals as well as the monastic communities. Many of the vinaya were brought to China from
India where they originated. Difficulties arouse in the translation and application of the traditional
Indian vinaya in the Chinese world due to both language barriers as well as the fact the some of
them when directly against Chinese doctrine (CP 65).

The above information forms the foundation of our story.
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